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the conquests of alexander the great were followed by a flood of greek migration
into the lands previously ruled by persia in egypt thanks to the survival of
collections of related documents written on papyrus it is possible to study the
fortunes of some of these immigrants and their families and of some of their
egyptian neighbors with an immediacy provided by no other ancient source in this
book we see the engineer kleon battling with problems of irrigation and silting
while the district officer diophanes deals with disputes arising from the mutual
hostility between two populations some egyptians such as menkhes the village
clerk and panebkhounis the soldier gain through their services some of the
privileges enjoyed by the greeks the greek cavalry officer dryton on the other hand
marries an egyptian and in the next generation his family begins to lose its greek
identity these and other case studies compose a vivid picture of life in a country in
which the native egyptian population is dominated by a privileged and exclusive
greek minority publisher description

explores the impact of the gradual adoption of coinage into egypt by the early
ptolemies

this book investigates the law enforcement system of ptolemaic egypt 323 30 bc
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first published in 1927 this title presents a well regarded study of this intriguing
and often over looked period of egyptian history both for the general reader and
the student of hellenism edwyn bevan describes his work as an attempt to tell
afresh the story of a great adventure greek rule in the land of the pharaohs which
ends with the astounding episode of cleopatra the result is a remarkable synthesis
of historical scholarship prose style and breadth of vision which will still prove to be
of value to egypt enthusiasts and students of egyptology

this history of land tenure under the ptolemies explores the relationship between
the new ptolemaic state and the ancient traditions of landholding and tenure
departing from the traditional emphasis on the fayyum it offers a coherent
framework for understanding the structure of the ptolemaic state and thus of the
economy as a whole drawing on both greek and demotic papyri as well as
hieroglyphic inscriptions and theories taken from the social sciences professor
manning argues that the traditional central state despotic model of the egyptian
economy is insufficient the result is a subtler picture of the complex relationship
between the demands of the new state and the ancient locally organized social
structure of egypt by revealing the dynamics between central and local power in
egypt the book shows that ptolemaic economic power ultimately shaped roman
egyptian social and economic institutions

this volume examines lending practices in egypt during the ptolemaic period 332
30 bce especially but not exclusively through the lens of the demotic loan account
papyri of panas son of espmetis it begins by introducing some of the issues
associated with the history of ancient lending and surveys previous discussions of
lending practices in ptolemaic egypt it then introduces the demotic loan account
papyri of panas and how they alter the current understanding of lending in
ptolemaic egypt the volume explores the contents of the papyri placing them in
their social legal and historical contexts and concludes with a full edition of the

papyri

the contents of this book cover egypt in the first millennium bc the historical
understanding of the ptolemaic state moving beyond despotism economic planning
and state banditry shaping a new state and much more

amyrtaeus only pharaoh of the twenty eighth dynasty shook off the shackles of
persian rule in 404 bce a little over seventy years later ptolemy son of lagus
started the greek millennium j g manning s phrase in egypt living long enough to
leave a powerful kingdom to his youngest son ptolemy ii in 282 in this book expert
studies document the transformation of egypt through the dynamic fourth century
and the inauguration of the ptolemaic state ptolemy built up his position as ruler
subtly and steadily continuity and change marked the egyptian greek encounter
the calendar the economy and coinage the temples all took on new directions in
the great new city of alexandria the settlers burial customs had their own story to
tell

includes pictures includes ancient accounts includes online resources and a
bibliography for further reading among all the periods in ancient egyptian history
the ptolemaic kingdom and its most famous ruler cleopatra may be the most well
known today by the 4th century bce it appeared as though ancient egypt was in its
final death throes it had long ceased to be an influential kingdom in the near east
and mediterranean regions and it had been ruled over by a succession of foreign
peoples including libyans nubians assyrians and persians but just when egypt
seemed was doomed to pass forever into obscurity it was reinvigorated by
outsiders most notably alexander the great while in the process of campaigning to
destroy the achaemenid persian empire and conquer the world in 331 bce he made
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a pit stop in egypt that forever changed the course of egyptian history although his
understanding of ancient egyptian chronology and religion was minimal alexander
was intrigued by ancient pharaonic culture knowing as the 5th century bce greek
historian herodotus once wrote egypt is the gift of the nile as a result alexander
endeavored to incorporate the land of the pharaohs into hellenic civilization
although alexander never lived to rule over egypt one of his generals ptolemy i did
and it was he who established the last great pharaonic dynasty in egypt known as
the ptolemaic dynasty the ptolemies gave ancient egypt an injection of vitality that
had not been seen in the nile valley for centuries preserving many aspects of
native egyptian culture while adding their own layer of hellenic culture the first few
ptolemaic rulers proved as able as any of their egyptian predecessors as they
worked to make egypt a first rate power in the world once again unfortunately
these able rulers were followed by a succession of corrupt and greedy kings more
concerned with personal wealth and power than the stability and greatness of their
kingdom eventually ptolemaic egypt collapsed due to weak rulers internal social
problems and the rising power of rome but before the ptolemaic dynasty was
extinguished it proved to be one of the most impressive royal houses in ancient
egyptian history the end of the ptolemies also happened to coincide with the most
famous period of roman history in the latter 1st century bce men like julius caesar
mark antony and octavian participated in two civil wars that would spell the end of
the roman republic and determine who would become the roman emperor in the
middle of it all was history s most famous woman cleopatra who famously seduced
both caesar and antony and thereby positioned herself as one of the most
influential people in a world of powerful men cleopatra was a legendary figure
even to contemporary romans and the ancient world and she was a controversial
figure who was equally reviled and praised through the years depicted both as a
benevolent ruler and an evil seductress occasionally at the same time over 2 000
years after her death everything about cleopatra continues to fascinate people
around the world from her lineage as a ptolemaic pharaoh her physical features
the manner in which she seduced caesar her departure during the battle of actium
and her famous suicide and despite being one of the most famous figures in
history there is still much mystery surrounding her and the end of the ptolemies
leading historians and archaeologists scouring alexandria egypt for clues about her
life and egypt s transition to roman rule the ptolemaic kingdom of ancient egypt
the history and legacy of the ptolemy dynasty and the end of the egyptian empire
chronicles the tumultuous history of egypt late in the second millennium bce along
with pictures depicting important people places and events you will learn about the
new kingdom like never before

ptolemy was the creator of the longest lasting of the hellenistic kingdoms he
created a state whose cultural importance was unparalleled until the coming of
rome he encouraged the erection of the pharos lighthouse one of the seven
wonders of the ancient world as well as creating a library which eventually
contained the greatest collection of books until relatively recent times ptolemy s
institution of higher learning the museum gave birth to the greatest advancements
in science before the seventeenth century of our own era in this work the first
biography of ptolemy in any language professor ellis charts ptolemy s
extraordinary achievements in and beyond egypt in the context of the
fragmentation of alexander s enormous empire and the creation of the hellenistic
state

in this illustrated work of 1895 mahaffy focuses on the dynasty of the ptolemies
greek rulers of an egyptian empire

this book examines how the army developed as an engine of socio economic and
cultural integration in egypt under greco macedonian rule
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the first economic history of ancient egypt employing a new

institutional

economics approach and covering the entire pharaonic period 3000 30 bce

examining every aspect of the culture from antiquity to the founding of
constantinople in the early byzantine era this thoroughly cross referenced and fully
indexed work is written by an international group of scholars this encyclopedia is
derived from the more broadly focused encyclopedia of greece and the hellenic
tradition the highly praised two volume work newly edited by nigel wilson this
single volume reference provides a comprehensive and authoritative guide to the
political cultural and social life of the people and to the places ideas periods and
events that defined ancient greece
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